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THE STORY OF THE STONE
TAY BAK CHIANG

“The Story of the Stone”, featuring a series of contemporary ink and pigment paintings by Tay Bak Chiang, is titled
after the great Chinese literary classic of the same name. Also commonly known as “Dream of the Red Chamber”,
the novel was written by Cao Xuegin in mid-18th century Qing Dynasty. Bak Chiang, having drawn much

inspiration from the acclaimed story, pays tribute to it with his series of stone paintings.

The novel starts with the metaphysical story of a Stone Spirit. Abandoned by the goddess Nuwa, the Stone Spirit
begs a Taoist priest and a Buddhist monk to take it to the mortal world. It is reincarnated as the novel’s lead

character, Jia Baoyu, who is born with a piece of magical jade in his mouth. The story goes on to narrate Jia
Baoyu’s life and his romantic relationships with his two female cousins. The storyline is also a parallel narration
of the Stone’s journey towards enlightenment, intertwined with the desires, passion and disenchantments of the
mortal world. Bak Chiang is particularly inspired by the allegorical portrayal of the Stone, in which a lifeless object
could be bestowed worldly experiences and personal expressions. This liberates his own depiction, allowing him

to imbue his stone paintings with added dimensions of meaning and philosophical notions.

Bak Chiang’s affinity for stones and rocks as subjects of his art originates from his reverence for nature. Nature,
to him, is perfection, balance and harmony. Rocks have been objects of fascination for Chinese literati from as

early as more than a millennium ago. Scholar Rocks, also known as Scholar Stones or Viewing Stones, are seen as

microcosmic representations of the natural world and admired for their aesthetic qualities. “The Story of the Stone”
series goes beyond the traditional notion that stones are merely miniaturised embodiments of nature. Bak Chiang’s
stones seem to be endowed with life and personality, burnished by time and events to reach their current states.
Creatively composed by the artist, as if he is constructing human portraits, the stones take on a myriad of

expressions, appearing at times to be playful and spirited while at other times, poetic and contemplative.

Although trained in traditional Chinese ink painting, Bak Chiang constantly pushes boundaries to seek refreshing
contemporary expressions in his paintings, whether in terms of subject matter, composition or the use of paint
mediums. For “The Story of the Stone” series, he has created an innovative technique of using powdered colour
pigments to create distinct textures that may not be achieved with traditional ink. Stroke after stroke, and layer
upon layer, he meditatively applies pigments on rice paper to show the qualities of space, form and time in his

stone paintings.

Goh Ray Vees

Co-Founder of Art Projects Gallery
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Leading Light

138 x 200 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Mindfulness

220 x 61 cm
Pigments and Chinese ink and colours on rice paper
2014
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Gentleman in the Mountain

200 x 61 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Fair

120 x 177 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper

2014
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Burnt-End Zither

124 x 124 cm
Pigments and Chinese ink and colours on rice paper
2014
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Breathe

124 x 124 cm
Pigments and Chinese ink on rice paper
2014
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A Heart Won Over

124 x 124 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Little Raindrop

124 x 124 cm

Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Indomitable

124 x 240 cm
Pigments and Chinese ink on rice paper
2014
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The Challenger

124 x 124 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014

BHEE
Mirage

138 x 172 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Undercover

124 x 165 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Sentient

124 x 124 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Rarity

124 x 124 cm

Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Nature’s Ingenuity

200 x 138 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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Majesty
138 x 173 cm

Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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A Fine Line

124 x 124 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014

53
Green Quill

210x 124 cm
Pigments and Chinese colours on rice paper
2014
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A& Tay Bak Chiang

Born in 1973, currently works and resides in Singapore

Education
1997-1998
1992-1995

China Academy of Fine Art (People’s Republic of China)
Diploma in Fine Art, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore

Solo Exhibitions

2014
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2003

«FHL12» The Story of the Stone, Art Projects Gallery, Hong Kong

«miA>» Sentience, Chan Hampe Galleries, Singapore

«&R>» The Breath of A Blade, Jendela, Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay, Singapore
«BEITKE Y Hear the Wind Sing, Art Projects Gallery, Hong Kong

«KI>» Ingenuity, Chan Hampe Galleries, Singapore

«WEIE 2 (8] Between Breaths, Artfolio Gallery, Singapore

GEBBEAEY Fa Zi Hua Sheng, Plum Blossoms Gallery, Singapore

Selected Group Exhibitions

2014
2013
2013
2013
2013-2014
2013
2012
2012
2012
2011
2011-2013
2011
2010
2010
2010
2010
2009
2009
2005
2005
2005
2004
2004
2004
2003
2003-2009
2002-2008
2002
2001
2001
2000
1999
1997-2000
1997-2000
1995-2011

Affordable Art Fair, Battersea, London, UK
Made in Singapore — Three Quarters of a Century, NAFA Galleries, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore
<FREEY A Thing or Two about the Bed, FOST Gallery, Singapore
Cascadence - Singapore Redux, iPreciation Gallery, Singapore
Affordable Art Fair, Hong Kong
Crisis of Monumentality, Chan Hampe Galleries, Singapore
Cityscapes Unbound, OCBC Centre, Singapore
CFFE®ZY Poetic Charm, Esplanade Recital Studio, Singapore
&> Mo, Jendela, Esplanade — Theatres on the Bay, Singapore
Art for the Heart — Perpetual Spirit, in support of Mercy Relief, Helutrans, Singapore
Affordable Art Fair, F1 Pit Building, Singapore
Asia Top Gallery Hotel Art Fair, Grand Hyatt Seoul, Korea
Now and Next — Modern Arts of Korea, Japan, Singapore, National Museum of Gwang-Ju, Korea
Space + Imagination, Korea Singapore Contemporary Art Exchange Exhibition, Jeollanamdo Okgwa Art Museum, Korea
Celebrating Asian Art, Artfolio Gallery, Singapore
Live Our Dreams Community Paintings, The Arts House, Singapore
Nanyang in Paris, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Gallery, Singapore
Nanyang — 70 Years After, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts Gallery, Singapore
Singapore Art Show, Singapore Management University, Singapore
Singapore Art Fair, Suntec City Convention Hall, Singapore
The Sixth Face, MICA Building Artrium, Singapore
Internationale Cite des Arts, Paris, France
SingArt — A Brush with Lions — public art exhibition, Singapore
Siaw-Tao Chinese Seal-Carving Calligraphy and Painting Society Exhibition, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Singapore Creative Calligraphy and Painting Exhibition, Chengdu and Shanghai, China
International Chinese Ink Painting Exhibition, Tokyo, Japan (2003-2009) and Hangzhou, China (2009)
Teochew Art Exhibition, Ngee Ann Cultural Centre, Singapore
Urban Artists 2002, MICA Building Artrium, Singapore
Nokia Singapore Art, Singapore
Ten Contemporary Singapore Artists Joint Exhibition, MICA Building Artrium, Singapore
AD2000 Kaohsiung 14th International Art Interchange Exhibition, Taiwan
Nokia Singapore Art, Singapore
Singapore Art Society Annual Art Exhibition, Singapore
NAFA Alumni Association Annual Art Exhibition, Singapore
Siaw-Tao Chinese Seal-Carving Calligraphy and Painting Society Annual Exhibition, Singapore

Awards

2003 First Prize (Traditional Chinese Medium Category) 22nd UOB Painting of the Year Competition, Singapore
2002 Young Artist Award for Visual Arts (Awarded by National Arts Council, Singapore)

2000 First Prize (Traditional Chinese Medium Category) 19th UOB Painting of the Year Competition, Singapore
1999, 2002 Distinction, Chinese Painting Category Dr Tan Tsze Chor Art Award, Singapore

1999 First Prize, Singapore Turf Club Art Competition

1995 16th Shell Discovery Art Award, Singapore

Interviews and Reviews
“The Art of Sword”, Singapore Architect Issue 274
“HAMZEED, <ESEZ AR 39» Nanyang Arts 39, May 2013
A RB RN SIS — AR REE", <BFZR 39> Nanyang Arts 39, May 2013
NZETXTIBIAREXL” , Lianhe Zaobao, 16 Feb 2013
“Martial Arts Novels Inspire Tay Bak Chiang’s Chinese Ink Works”, Blouin Artinfo, 15 Jan 2013
DL AZEARER FEEKAE”, Lianhe Zaobao, 25 Sep 2012

CEAREEFRY Artistic Journeys, MediaCorp Channel U, Feb 2012
“EEERRLEE RS, Lianhe Zaobao, 4 June 2011
“JUTERBIEE”, Lianhe Zaobao, 25 March 2010
EEESRERT BR—LE", Lianhe Zaobao, 3 Sep 2009
“BRE39: FAZHMIR, Lianhe Zaobao, 16 May 2009
Travelling Palette, Asean Series (Luang Prabang, Laos), Arts Central, 2008

CEEMITY |, Mediaworks Channel U, Dec 2004
“No Turning Bak”, Cohesion Magazine, Nov-Dec 2004
‘B BT, REEE", Lianhe Zaobao, 5 Nov 2003 (Fa Zi Hua Sheng)
“Eo2BALRITEELELLRE, Lianhe Zaobao, 23 July 2003 (22nd UOB Painting of the Year Competition)
“King of Swing Wins Top Cultural Award”, The Straits Times, 9 Oct 2002 (Young Artist Award)
‘HEFEBE AR, Lianhe Zaobao, 9 Oct 2002 (Young Artist Award)
“SRLYARER A E”, Lianhe Zaobao, 9 Oct 2002 (Young Artist Award)
Interview, Good Morning Singapore, Mediacorp Channel 8, Oct 2002 (Young Artist Award)
Interview, Mediacorp Radio Capital FM95.8, Oct 2002 (Young Artist Award)
“B#E B HIAIE”, Lianhe Zaobao, 14 July 2000 (19th UOB Painting of the Year Competition)
“Winning with Horses”, The Straits Times, 15 Sep 1999 (Singapore Turf Club Art Competition)
‘DR ADIHM AT E”, Lianhe Zaobao, 16 Sep 1999 (Singapore Turf Club Art Competition)

Collections

The Istana, official residence and office of the President of Singapore
Mandarin Oriental, Singapore

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore

Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore
National Arts Council, Singapore

National Gallery Singapore

OCBC Bank

Shangri-La Hotel at The Shard, London

Simmons & Simmons Contemporary Art Collection
Singapore Turf Club

SingTel

SC Global Developments

United Overseas Bank

Private Collectors
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The Story of the Stone by Tay Bak Chiang
KD FBARFE
First published in 2014
by Art Projects Gallery

This book was published for the occasion of the exhibition “The Story of the Stone” by
Tay Bak Chiang at Art Projects Gallery, Hong Kong, 11-25 May 2014

Curated by Ray Vees Goh, Anng Tan
Designed by Art Projects Gallery

© 2014 Art Projects Gallery and Tay Bak Chiang
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmit-
ted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Printed in Hong Kong by The Green Pagoda Press Ltd
ISBN: 978-988-16440-5-3
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ART PROJECTS GALLERY

Unit S510, 5/F, Block A, PMQ
35 Aberdeen Street, Central, Hong Kong

(852) 3485 5336

info@artprojectsasia.com
www.artprojectsasia.com
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